7. Have your child practice typing on the TTY (teletypewriter) and call their friends. This provides two way communication to develop their English skills.

8. Take your child to the bookstore and library often to encourage them to buy or borrow books. Also, have them subscribe to their own magazines (Holcomb, 2001).
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For More Information:
To find more information about deaf literacy, visit Gallaudet University’s website at www.galluadet.edu Gallaudet is a university whose students are exclusively deaf or hard of hearing.
For more information about Deaf Culture, visit the Deaf World Web at www.deafworldweb.com.
For information about educational facilities, programs and studies about deaf literacy, visit the Laurent Clerc website at http://clercenter.gallaudet.edu/index.html
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Learning to read in a silent world

Most realize the impact a hearing loss can have on an individual’s ability to communicate his or her needs or wants. However, few realize the effect it can have on the individual’s ability to learn how to read, write and spell. 
How hearing readers learn to read

First, a reader must know and understand the spoken language. Then, he or she must become familiar with the symbols that represent the spoken words which are representing concepts or ideas (Schein, ¶ 9).
How deaf students must cope
Because most deaf beginning readers bring no previous knowledge of the written or spoken language, they are already at a disadvantage (Moores, 1996). 

It has been said that there must be a paradigmic shift that uses visually-based strategies for reading that is analogous or equivalent to those of hearing individuals (Schein ¶ 13)

However, there are two opposing methods being used to assist in helping deaf children become literate.

The first one is called the Top-Down approach and it looks at teaching the “main meaning” of language as a whole and lets the child figure out or piece together the details he or she missed, based on context.

The second method is called the Bottom-Up approach, which looks at the very smallest parts of speech and written language, teaches them first, and then builds upon them to offer solid understanding of every detail of each word (Moores, 1996).
Progress is being made

A Bottom-Up approach, called Structured Methods In Language Education (SMILE) is being implemented in St. Louis. It is a phonics-based method that takes the reader from reading to writing. Because it has been so successful, the creators of the program have since adapted it into Spanish (Schein ¶ 14).
Without treatment?

In 1987, the Annual Survey of Hearing Impaired Children and Youth reported reading comprehension scores for 17 year-olds to be at the fourth grade level. Ten years later, the reading level had dropped a tenth of a point, to a reading grade level of 3.9 (Schein ¶ 4). 

In another study, ten percent of deaf children over ten years of age read at the 4th grade level and between the ages of 11 and 16, their progress was only through one additional grade level (Moores, 1996).
Clearly, without intervention, the prognosis for deaf children to acquire literacy skills without additional help is not very good. However, there are things that you as a parent or caretaker of a deaf child can do at home.
Ways to help at home
There are many things you as a parent of a deaf child can do to facilitate the development of literacy skills at home. 
Here are some suggestions:
1. Have age-appropriate books in as many places as possible.

2. Encourage your child to write, including thank you notes and letters.

3. Interpret TV shows until your child develops independent reading skills.
4. Use stuffed animals and props to role-play when reading books together.

5. Translate from English to ASL to explain the concept of the story since ASL can reflect the moods and emotions more easily.

6. Fingerspell to the children at an early age. Children develop the ability to understand fingerspelling by the age of 2 -2½.
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